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0969000l 5;330L LagMnsdmmobm 3s3dnmals (IUCN-0b)
3M0BaM0o1n8300L dnbge30m sx383m0lL sm3330000M0
sEymo &gmodmmonl IV 3s@gammosl gobginm-
36909. 030 Lygosmmzgammdn smLgdYmn 100 EsEYMN
GaMoEMmmMnEsb ghm-ghons s 88 Jugamols 8600-
369mm356 9735008769 Bshomb HomBmowagbl.

5X909000L smM333000aMm0 3gdsMIMOL sbdszmgo bs-
Jommzgmmdn, ndgMmgomol Mygombdo, 3mambyool
30mMMmMo0L Y3007l sSdmLszmgom bsfoamdo, dsm-
©300LS S BaLESBMBNL 3Yb0EN3sMBIBGJ00L E7-
Mmo@mMmosby, dnbsmy Mombol domiEbgbs ba3nmby,
5337 dobo dgbo3ogoal - yznmomols s bsbol-
Pymol 3953000, Bm3ol EmMbnesd 150-250 dg@Mmals

Lodsmamgby.

Sm333m0mn domomos 3533638 godmomon, dobo
dgofg 6ofomo 30 - gmMy3-dmMm3305600. ngn AmoEasL
55970006, mdhobs s 39MEnbol PObIdL, MmIgmms
Loghom Basmomoon 4,990.57 3g3@&smoy.

SX597000 3manbyMmo G030b &yolybozsmymo s 3600-
367mm3560 6sfomns, ndEs dobin 3amnds@n 3manby-
00L ESOMMONL 335eMmMOSHY bazamgds® &xbnsbos s
b3gmMmednsbBm3nLmM30L Esdsbalnosmgdgmao 3s35L
396939036900, o7 Lazdome d33M0 Mgmgs, YIRS
0b0bo Boxbymmodnm IMgds s oo §300700Ls S
0m3mob bmoolsl 33cms3 03L790s Hymoo.

Sm3330m0mol ;moongddol 98% dgmgbnsbn Gyoo sals
oBMYmO. 53 oMo 08gMymo dbolis (Quercus
imeretina) s dgmd3ol (Zelgova carpinifolia) 7d3g-
m3gLo, 1b03samymo s Namsdsbglo Gyol Mobdss-
&200 Lagommzgmmb 016700l Logsbdnmans. sxs8gmals
Sm333m0mab dgddbol domoosgn dnBsbo LmMgco 58
mfmo Lobgmodol 3MMmAoL ESE3s, IMIMS S SMOE]-
6ol YBMYDb3lgmMymazss.
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LOCATION AND LANDSCAPE

Ajameti Managed Reserve is a Category IV protected area
according to the criteria of the International Union for
Conservation of Nature (IUCN). It is one of the 100 protected
areasin Georgiaand animportant part of their network.

Ajameti Managed Reserve is located in West Georgia, Imereti
region, in the Colchis lowland, on the territory of Baghdati and
Zestaphoni municipalities, on the left bank of the Rioni (Phasis)
River, as well as in the basins of its tributaries - Kvirila and
Khanistskali, at an altitude of 150-250 m above sea level.

The Managed Reserve is mainly spread over a flat area, and a
small part is hilly. It includes the districts of Ajameti, Obcha and
Vartsikhe, with a total area of 4,990.57 hectares.

Ajameti makes a unique and powerful part of the Colchian-type
forest, although its climate is not typical for the Colchis lowland
and is more of a Mediterranean nature. There are many brooks
within the managed reserve, however ravines dry in the
summer period and are again filled with water during heavy
rainsand snowmelt.

Almost 98% of the managed reserve is covered with deciduous
forest. The Imeretian oak (Quercus imeretina) and the
Caucasian elm (Zelkova carpinifolia) forest protected here,
make the unique and beautiful forest landscapes and a treasure
of Georgian nature. The main goal of creating the Ajameti
Managed Reserve is precisely to protect, maintain and restore
the Imeretian oak and the Caucasian elm habitats.
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336mdBn 053M>5G0mbols 36mon0: ,5x50900L Stb L36500Mm d)3905. SM3Lnamn cnEdgnMmicms bsnmonoms, b77dyamo
BMns0. V30050 mdnmn, B>536manl 369am0, a5mdamgon“.

5X5370000L &Yyga0L abEmmoym Hysmmgddo 30M37xmMse 300 SMIsdxbxdmMal obEGmMazmbin moblgbngdl XI Lyysnbab I
Bobg3zomdn, MmgmMs Jomm3gm dgagms Labsamm GamoGmmasl. sxsd7mal sm3zgmamol 30mEnbol Bmbsda, dgang3zols
obmaomgdym 3mhmado, dg8mmhgboamas dnMmg gobaLbodsgmal 6563MJ3300, MMBamMUbSE SbEN3NM bsbnsb 36mdom
Momb-x3sBobob bazsgm gbsbg dgdsmg gaMmoliol Lagzsgmm Jomagd Mmem3mmall 39330M7x076. XIX Lay3nbado MYLgoals
0039Mm00l Lobgmadhoxzm bsbnbsd oxs8gmal GyYyggdo gosbbzobs. LHmMgw 88 MmoEsb 0fygds ba-Gyol sg@&onmo
dm3m390s, Ms853 08gMYmoa 8ybol dsmsgn 30%-00) dgsdEomo.

b3-Gynlb m3m3700l gomes &yggdal 8735GMmb] 8305877085 5x337000L sm333000mal 39MEnbol Yos6d0 36 35 Gybols
b3y sdysbmanbdnmymaon bobgmds - 3mM30l 3bs (Quercus suber) 3ss8363L, MMABgM0E 937585 mMa 3mMmmdals baboomss
dg0mMmhgboemon 22.1 3g7@omby.

5X539000L Bgho@mMmos 1945 Hannsb Labgmadfoxm bazmdsaal, bmenm 2007 Hannsb - sm33gmomal LEGSEGYLL sBsMgodL.
Gamo@dmmosty mmo Bmbss - 353M0 330l BMbBs (673 35) o GMmooanymo gsdmygbgdool Bmbs (4,317.573).
AMmangomo gsdmygbgonl Bbmbdo sd3309mns MaLlyMmbydoo GMmoozngmoa LaMalxdmmos, sbY3g J3MmENMaLENMO
LogdB0sbmds.

5X907000L sm333000am0 sb737 HomBmaagbl ,g3Mmm30lb 3g9mnMo d1BIdOLS s d1NBIBdMN30 3500ESEJONL 330l dgMbals
3mb336300L BoMamgddn dgxddbomo ,ByM3PLEAL Jugamolb” Gghmo@mmosl, Mmdmol doBsbo g3mm3nl dYbydMn30
350089@900Ls s gobbsbmzmymao (3o dmMmol - BogMmogoymon) Lobgmodgool sE3ss. ,BMANLEL Jugmo” g3mm3nls
o0y s33d0Mgxdnmo ba3mMbLgMm3som Gamo@mmagdalsgsbd dxeagos, Mmamgdlsg Gshm3znls s dmbo@mmabaol
13930x303M0 3JG03MdIdNL 3xd3gMdNc 3Mb3736300M ESEYMN LobgMdIdALS S 3500ESEJONL dmBongymo LobEgdgoonls
0965MAY6700L 56 saxb0L 3MmEJbE0smn goshbaso.

HISTORY AND STATUS

According to the 18" century historian Vakhushti Bagrationi: “Ajameti is a royal hunting ground, full with large and small beasts, excellent for
hunting. The winters here are mild, the summers are hot, endurable.”

In historical sources, the forests of Ajameti are first mentioned in the second half of the 11" century by the historian of David the Builder, as a
royal hunting ground for Georgian kings. In Vartsikhe zone of the Ajameti Managed Reserve, in an isolated grove of Caucasian elm, the ruins of a
small fortress are preserved, which the archaeologists associate with the ancient trading city of Rhodopolis of Egrisi (Colchis), located on the
famous Rion-Phasis trade route. In the 19" century, the state treasury of the Russian Empire appropriated and leased to merchants the forests of
Ajameti. It was from this time that active logging began, which reduced the stock of Imeretian oak by 30%.

In addition to logging, the owners of the forests, planted 36 hectares of Mediterranean oak species, cork oak (Quercus suber), in today's
Vartsikhe district of the Ajameti Managed Reserve. Today the cork oak is still preserved on 22.1 hectares as two separate groves.

The territory of Ajameti has been a state reserve since 1945, and since 2007 - a managed reserve. The territory is divided into two zones - a strict
protection zone (673 ha) and a traditional use zone (4,317.57 ha). In the traditional use zone of the Managed Reserve implementation of
activities related to ecotourism and traditional use of the recourses by local communities are allowed.

The Ajameti Managed Reserve is also a part of the “Emerald Network” of areas of special conservation interest within the Bern Convention on
the Conservation of European Wildlife and Natural Habitats. The aim of the Convention is to protect European natural habitats and specified
European (including migratory) species. The “Emerald Network” consists of various interconnected ecological conservation areas in Europe,
which have the potential to for long term survival of the species and mosaic of habitats protected by the Convention through implementation of
specific management and monitoring activities.
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0dgMymo 3ybs (Quercus robur subsp. imeretina)

0dgMymo dnbs 30(mm gbegdn o dgbsdgymo 3gmomeol Mgmod@ons, d93MEIMaoYMmMONs EL3mMgo Lojsmozgmmbs
©30mMM0o70Ls s dmnbHnbymdn, doMomoESE - s)x337gmab sm333000mMab 4,272 337&sM BomormoBy (sm33gmomoab Gyol
B3MHMO0l 87.5%).

08gfnmo dnbs AMomol s8@&sb0, &gbol dmyzshymo s Jomasddamys, ngo Lodsmamgdo 30 dgBMmsedeg nbMmEdy,
Sb63L0sMIOL AM3MIYy6H0560 BMmEgdn s 30HMm, 3omabmymo s 3MmdgmynbHosbo baymaso.

0dg9Mymo dnbs dg@sbomos Lagdomm3zgmmbs s IUCN-ab bsszmmbob §0bsdg dymazn bobgmdgodal bybbgodo.

0dghymo d1nbol 3mmmagdol 990300700l LaxMmbgl, SbmMm3mggbymo Badmgdadgeadol gomes (3s8., S8mbayMmals
3905dm3909), J8bol dybol oo baMsdYBsLS (Cerambyx cerdo) s bLM3M3560 S535JIOIONL do3MEIMg0s, S3MIN3]
9dndg ;mnbbsmyddn Hysmhogyogoal Bgdmgdgmadno Bgbzms LobEgdol m3mos.

BIODIVERSITY

Imeretian Oak (Quercus robur subsp. imeretina)
Imeretian oak is a narrow endemic species and relict of the Tertiary period, distributed in the plains and foothills of Western Georgia, mainly in
the Ajameti Managed Reserve on anareaof 4,272 ha (87.5% of the managed reserve's forest area).

Imeretian Oak is shade-tolerant, moisture-loving and wind-resistant tree, growing up to 30 meters in height, characterized by short-stalked
leaves and narrow, cylindrical and long-stalked fruits.

Imeretian Oakisincluded in the Georgian and IUCN lists of threatened species.

In addition to anthropogenicimpact (e.g. overgrazing of young saplings), the threat of the decline of Imeretian oak groves is posed by the spread
of the great capricorn beetle (Cerambyx cerdo) and fungal diseases, as well as rotting of the root system due to the impact of waterlogging in
heavy clay soils.



dayang3o (Zelkova carpinifolia)

damng3s 8gLsdgmo 3ghomenl Mamagd@ons, doMmomo@a 3o3MEIMIdNMNS 35333L00L g3mMagombol &3bnsb, Bsmom-
BMNMM336 &Yggddo, dobshgms ba30Mmgxdby, sdmMMd]dLS s dmab J3gs LamEygmdn, Bmasb Bm3ol combosb
1,600-1,700 33&Msd Y.

&yob 93mboLEYx030 dgamgdzs ado3MEImMgoYmns dghgnmo &yol, doamnsb 083080 30 3mMmdal Labnor. dgsmgdnm
3MEgmo Gyob 3mmag00, LowsE dgand3s mB8nbsbE Lobgmosl Homdmaowagbl, sEIMNS sx3873mal 3337000y (49 3v)
s 05056g9Mal B6y3mdomdn. smbsbndbo3zns sxsdgoal PYos6dn, Benbsfg bababHymal badnmBy Bgdsmg dymgsals 2
39J&oMmo Bamomodol §3nbs 3mmmdn, sbysg dgmd3bsma 3mbmBo msg3nbsmasl J3g@yoom, Meg dbmxuzmomdn nd305m

03965Mgd MobsLsbmMgsmgdsl Homdmsagbl. dgmd3ol om3gnmo ghmgymgdn 3363wJds sm33gmomals dongam
&aho@mmosty.

dgamgsnl Lodsmaeng 35 dg@Mmb smFHa3L, nsdg@&mo 30 - 2 dg&Ml; dobo Agfgdsbo - 3dndy, eMy3son ©s Ag@se goddmgs.
gmEbanmolb 300-by 9@ §amb. dgmdbol Bomamn xBoBo3nM-3dsbaznmMo m30L7dxd000 ol ghor-gMmon Yd3z0mBsLgLo
93965MY9.

835Mals dgEbogmnamo LobgmHmemyds memnbyMmoc - ,Zelkova” Jomorymo Lo@yzs ,damd30Lasb” fomdmeagds s
LoBy3300L - dgaobs s J30l dgghmngdnc sthob dgeaggbomoa, Meg 8olbn 3gMJbol LndsgMmgLs s 3o8dmgmdsl gsdmbo@ssL.

dgamg3s dg@&sbomoas bagoMmomzgammbs s IUCN-0b LaxzMmobols Hobsdg dymazn Labgmogdal bnlbyddn

Caucasian Elm/Zelkova (Zelkova carpinifolia)

Caucasian elm is a relic of the Tertiary period, mainly distributed in moist, broad-leaved forests of the Caucasus ecoregion, on river banks, in
lowlands and in the lower mountain belt, in some places up to 1,600-1,700 meters above sea level.

In forest ecosystems, Caucasian elm is represented in the form of mixed forests, very rarely - in groves. Relatively extensive groves dominated by
Caucasian elm are protected in the Ajameti Managed Reserve (49 ha) and Babaneuri reserve. It is worth noting the 2 ha monospecific grove of
Caucasian elm on the banks of the Khanistskali River in the Ajameti district, as well as the Caucasian elm grove with the undergrowth of
butcher's-broom (Ruscus ponticus), which represents a rare forest plant community in the world. Individual trees of Caucasian elm are recorded
throughout the entire territory of the managed reserve.

The height of the Caucasian elm reaches 35 meters, and the diameter 2 meters; its wood is hard, elastic and very durable. It lives for 300 years or
more. With its high physical and mechanical properties, it is one of the most valuable plants.

The scientific Latin name of the genus - "Zelkova" comes from the Georgian word "dzelkva"/"dgamg3s" and is formed by combining the words -
"pole" and "stone", which expresses the strength and durability of its wood.

The Caucasian elmisincludedin the lists of endangered species of Georgia and the [UCN.
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Ox387000L sm33300mMolL domMmIMI33mMBIMM36900L doMmomso MaMIOYMIdSS BbM3560 BYggoon. s 0dgmym Bybsbs s
dgang3sLmab ghos g3b3gds 550-by @0 83gbsfg, dso dmMal Jofmonmmo 8nbs (Quercus iberica) s 3mM3nl dnbs
(Quercus suber). b 1n3565L36gm0 87-20 Longnbol ESLoHYnLldn bgmmm3zbyMmo 3s876307mn, MNIEs sMenb3zsboymo
Labgmove.

0830500 350035700036 5mMLbn3bs300 8YBBsMN s dgang3bsMn 3mMmmA]d0 3MmebyMma dsdgals/ Fymals (llex colchica) s
03330b3M3L (Ruscus ponticus). J39&Yoo. 08xMmym 3PbsLmSb Jhmse 3300@sGL Jobab dbol oo basmsdybs (Cerambyx
cerdo), 51933 93Mm30L MIMog@Mmo Lobgmds sa3yMmo bamsdyBs (Rosalia alpina). mmMo3g dsmasbo Lagomm3zgambs s
IUCN-0b bogzmanbol §0bs87 dymazn bobgmogdals bnbbgddns dg@&sbomo.
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Other Important Species and Habitats

The main biodiversity value of the Ajameti Managed Reserve are the old-growth, mainly oak forests. Here, along with the Imeretian oak and the
Caucasian elm, more than 550 plants are found, including the Georgian oak (Quercus iberica) and the cork oak (Quercus suber). The latter is a
non-invasive species that was artificially planted in the early 20" century.

Of the rare habitats, the oak forests and the Caucasian elm groves with the undergrowth of the Colchic holly (/lex colchica) and the butcher's-
broom (Ruscus ponticus) are notable. Along with the Imeretian oak, the habitat is formed by the great capricorn beetle (Cerambyx cerdo) and
the European relict alpine longhorn beetle (Rosalia alpina), both of which are on the IUCN and Georgian endangered species lists.
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. L,'m_g(r‘;m.?y@n,@;@n (Cagfeolus capreolus)
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b®930b 303085 (Falco naumanni)

SX58700L &ygxg00 censmns bB3ssbb3s Labgmdalb bmzmono s 3363Mao.

57 336300908 AMo3semn BMNb3gmn, MmIJEdgsb N37xEJLn gosdxmgbns, Bsmgsb ,Homgm ByLbsdns” dx&sboemo
0930m@0 (Aegolius funereus caucasicus), 3530 ystys@o (Ciconia nigra), 51937 39©s0x3M00 BM0b3gamado - bEGI30b J0M30B
(Falco naumanni) s ko §afm (Grus grus). 3osdxnmybo BMnb3gmadal dngMmains 0§ygds md@maomal sbshynbowsb
0 3Mmdymegds bmgddmal 8y MnEb3g0s9].

dydnadfim3madnsb smbsbndbozns g3Mm3ymo d3gammo (Capreolus capreolus) s Lajdommzgammlb Homgmm byLbsdo
da®obomo obgmo Labgmdgdn, MmamMmadogss ’mEbzgho (Lynx lynx), 3933sLoyMo 30y3o (Sciurus anomalus), §o30,
39339L01M0 339magLams (Vipera kaznakovi) 0 ms37Mgdnl Ms8gbndg Labgmods.

Mmnbao. ﬁaﬁ)-m (Grus 5rus)

L

530 ystys@don (Ciconia nigra)

The forests of Ajameti are rich in various species of mushrooms and berries.

Many bird species inhabit the area, most of them migratory. Among those on Georgia's Red List are the Caucasian boreal owl (Aegolius funereus
caucasicus), black stork (Ciconia nigra), as well as migratory species - lesser kestrel (Falco naumanni), and grey crane (Grus grus). The migration
of birds beginsin early October and continues until mid-November.

Among mammals, the European roe deer (Capreolus capreolus), as well as species listed in Georgia's Red List as - lynx (Lynx), Caucasian squirrel
(Sciurus anomalus), otter, Caucasian viper (Vipera kaznakovi) and several vesper bat species, are notable.
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2022-2026 §engddo domenmanym 3gnmbamosms sbmEnsEns ,gem3sb53“ BP Group-ob §g3to BP
International Limited (BPIL)-0bs s bp Georgia-b 0sa30656L790000 s bagsmm3zgmml sEYmo
Aamo@mM0nlo0l LosgabEMLML (APA) 18bs3dMmMABmMmdNo), 3mgd@& ol oMmamgddo - ,,00m-
9535 yaIMmM36300L 3EaE]bs 9x987000L sm33gm0mdn”, 6.72 35 Bsmomoby hos@sms
0dgMymo dybol 3mmmdol smwagbomo Lsdydsmydo.

08gMymo dPbol smeaggboon Ls8YTsmgxdal Bsmgmaddo Gamo&mmos gonhdnbes, dgdmo-
mmds s bamfyszn LoLbEIBno sSMOFYIM3s - EIAMBBSIES Hysmbagoho Locagyma, fymals
MgBgmsnsmo s Gamodmmos sndbgms §3900m3560 LoMmHyszn dngngdom, Mol 78853
s0fgm 20,300 ndgMmymo s 1,200 dofmo Jomorpemo 3nbol byMao.

Lbaggmmbol §0bsdg Bymazn Lubgmogdabom3nl Amghym Lobgmag Agnmbymds, LasE gsdmayssm
083Mymo dbolbs s 35335L0yMo dgmg3nl Bymagdo.

8o s 530y, LozMbLgM3530mMm 6353370186 SbeMmUL AgdsMg EYyol Habslihom dgmhgnam sMmgs-
9030, MmIMg0ds3 Y3gmasbg 33@s@ 3obnEswaL sbonmm3magbymo Bgdmgdggds, 069690-
M030 M3369Ms300L gobadmogmydmsc snmam 5,900-dcog ndgMymo dybol byMman, sbg3g
3000965 39xBLYM0Mgdal dgomeEno s813s3309mo IMs3zsemo ndghmymo dnbol M3m o
dgmg3ol oogbigmo.

3Mmmgd@ol w3smamgodn sbg3g 9903865 gosdgbgdnl 3nMmol Bymazn Labgmogools Lsbymay,
LogsE 0dgMymo dYbobs s dgamg3zol bgMmagdo godm3ays3on.
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AJAMETI MANAGED RESERVE FOREST RESTORATION EFFORTS

Between 2022 and 2026, the Biological Farming Association "Elkana", with financial
support from BP Group member BP International Limited (BPIL) and bp Georgia,
and in cooperation with Agency of Protected Areas of Georgia (APA), conducted
restoration activities as part of the project - “Restoration of Biodiversity in Ajameti
Managed Reserve.”

Restoration work was carried out on over 6.72 hectares where Imeretian oak grove
was restored. The area was cleared, fenced, and equipped with an irrigation system
after which, 20,300 Imeretian oak and 1,200 Georgian oak seedlings were planted.

In addition, in the pre-selected forest areas most affected by anthropogenic
pressures and located near the restoration plots, numerous encapsulated acorns of
Imeretian oak and seeds of Caucasian elm were dispersed and about 5,900
Imeretian oak saplings were planted alongside existing vegetation to enhance
natural regeneration.

A nursery for endangered species was also established, where seedlings of
Imeretian oak and Caucasian elm are produced.

To support long term restoration of the Managed Reserve in the framework of the
project, the reserve staff received trainings on Imeretian oak and Caucasian elm
seedling cultivation, newly established grove management, climate adaptation,
sowing with encapsulation method etc.
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01 9x937m0b 3m3330000m0l Nbnsemnmo 096300
35636mody gbyMmom, dggndmosm obamagdmmm
23m&MobEnmo domnzgdol Jugmoom, Mmadgmnogs
ssbammgodno 40 38 bogmdobss. domn3gxdby dmE-
ymonmns dglboosdolbo dgomy 0bxzmMLEMYIGMms
- bonbBMMBSE0M EIBION, L3036037 s 396l
356700 SEENMg0N. sM333n0mal Gamodm-
Mm0obg, 9©30bobEMIEnsLbmsb dgmsebbdgdnm,
©583909m0s eMHmboms s mEGmbsxsbgom

3003MJd0. 9

SX87000b sm333000mmab goEbmdabsl dgandmascm
9oL gomdyadm dgosmy Lmxymgydal JymEymymo
0903300Mgmo0l dggmadai dmobsbymmo o
®3060L GMoE ©Es3I30Mm. 5X387010L 0dJ0sMY
bmxzmgdn - b3amo s mdhs ndgmgools dgm3o-
6Im0o0L sg0mHoMmBMBmdNL Esliobgmgdgons.

M GaMmodmmasty 300080l dgbsebgd sf-
3Momgd0mn 0bxzmmdsznal gsbsgbmdo d9gznd-
™00 3930mm @oEYmo GaMoGmmngonl bosggb-
Amb 33033)ML - http://apa.gov.ge, sx>3300b
Sm333m0mob Facebook-0b 339Mb 86 sy 353d06M-
070 3033300000l 5d0balE M.

e To explore the unique nature of the Ajameti Managed -
i Reserve, you can use the 40-kilometer eco-touristic trail -
network. These trails are equipped with informational ‘
.

signs, picnic spots, and campfire areas. Drone and camera
photography is permitted in the Ajameti Managed
Reserve, subject to agreement with the administration.

While exploring, visitors can also enjoy nearby cultural
heritage sites and take part in wine tours. The villages
surrounding Ajameti - Sviri and Obcha - are Imereti
winemaking designations of origin.

For more information about visiting the protected area,
you can visit the website of Agency of Protected Areas -
http://apa.gov.ge, the Ajameti Managed Reserve
Facebook page, or contactthe Reserve administration.
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